impossible to test the accuracy of such allegations at a meeting of the Governors, it is hereby resolved that an independent inquiry into the accuracy of these allegations ought to precedc any reconsideration of the demand of the medical staff." (2) " That it is essential (a) That the inquiry mentioned in the preceding resolution should be presided over by a distinguished member of the legal profession. (?) That the method of conducting such enquiry should be determined by the persons appointed to hold the enquiry, (c) That if the ?question of medical representation is included in the enquiry, the enquiry should not be limited to the exact form of medical representation demanded by the staff."
The Right Hon. the Earl of Halsbury (a member of the Board of Management) was voted to the chair.
The Chairman said the first item of business on the agenda was one which would certainly not cause any difference of opinion: it was to move that an address of condolence be presented to His Majesty the King (Hear, hear.) The motion was agreed to. were no medical men who would do so whom it would be prudent to entrust with the life of a sick cat. The hospital was a medical institution, and every detail of its management rciust be in accordance with medical consideration, and it ?would be just as reasonable to deprive the Admiralty of its sea-lords and leave our Navy entirely in the hands of civilians as it was to leave a hospital board of management without medical guidance and advice. Where the medical staff was paid?as in the old London hospitals?one method Was adopted; where honorary officers were working there was another method in vogue ; but in all of them medical assistance and advice was obtained in the same way save in this National Hospital in Queen Square, in which it appeared to be tabooed. And yet it was there that medical assistance and advice was especially necessary, considering the obscure nature of the diseases treated and the peculiar nature of the treatment demanded. Mr. Burford Rawlings had insisted that the exclusion of the medical element from the board of Management was necessary in order to prevent the hospital from being prostituted by experimental practices and converted into a scientific laboratory or workshop. He was not surprised at the scorn and indignation with which the medical staff had received that shameful appeal to the governors for ieir votes. Every hospital and sick room in this country was a scene of experimental practices, for the administration of every dose of medicine was an experiment; and it was fervently to be hoped that the medical staff of this hospital, so long as theer was one, would continue to hold in view one of the great objects of the charity as set forth in its charter on the very first page, viz., that they would continue to investigate and study diseases of the nervous system, and to increase our knowledge of them to the inestimable benefit of humanity. Rawlings's humane apprehensions constituted the very strongest reason that had yet been advanced for the immediate election of medical representatives to the Board, for it was absolutely impossible for the Board as at present constituted to judge as to the propriety of any kind of treatment or procedure that might be called into question. In further remarks the speaker said he could mention numerous instances of the incompetence of the Board to deal with medical matters that came before it, but he would only quote one in which they had gone astray for want of medical assistance. Some time ago it was decided that a small charge should be made to out-patients for medicine?such charge as, in the opinion of the officials, they were able to pay. Sir Henry Burdett said it was a very important point. The purport of this meeting had been to take the matter out of the hands of the Board and, the staff and place it in the hands of the Governors, and although they had appointed a committee they had not given to any committee power to act on the findings of the committee of enquiry. If the matter was to be left ultimately with the Governors, provision should be made for the printing and circulation of the evidence and the report and findings of the commission amongst the Governors, who should be called together to decide upon them.
Mr. Green asked whether this was not met by saying that the committee might provide that all necessary and proper expenses of the enquiiy be borne by the hospital funds. If the commission thought it necessary to print anything and put it before the whole body of Governors they would do it.
A Governor: Is there not some mode of settling this matter without going to such an enormous expense ?
Another Governor : Surely it goes without saying that the committee is to enquire and report to the Governors.
The Chairman : Yes, certainly. I do not think it is possible to contrive any means by which this enquiry, which we hope will be full and will make a good report, should be so arranged that the Governors should be precluded from exercising their own jurisdiction. They will, of course, have to consider the report and decide upon it.
Sir Henry Burdett said he would second the motion if they included in it an arrangement whereby the evidence given, and the report of the commission would be circulated amongst the Governors, and submitted to a special meeting ?f that body. He had had a number of letters and other communications addressed to him on the subject, and there Was a very strong feeling among the Governors that they Would like to have the evidence before them in order that they might well weigh the matter before being asked to come to a vote upon it.
The Chairman submitted that it would be more consonant ^"ith the language of the resolution if that proposition was dealt with as a separate resolution. (Hear, hear.) ?The resolution proposed by Mr. Green was then agreed to. Sir Henry Burdett said that in order to satisfy what le knew to be the general feeling outside and inside the lospital among the Governors, he would move " That the e?mmittee be requested to arrange for the circulation of the evidence, report the findings of the committee amongst the Governors and their submission to a special meeting of the Governors to be callcd by them." The circulation of thisreport would cost some money, but after all, it would get some money, and the amount of money it would get, the amount of satisfaction it would give, and the amount of peace it would bring about would be worth any amount of expense. He had laboured as a Governor of this hospital to get peace and he did want a settlement which would not be artificial, and incomplete, but would be perfect and satisfactory toeverybody. He was taking upon himself a great responsibility ?being one who advocated economy in hospitals?in making a proposal, which would entail a large expenditure; but he was so convinced of the importance and necessity of this step being taken, that, if it were necessary, he for one would be glad toshare in the expense rather than forego what he was sure would in the end be the best means they could have to helpthe Governors in settling the matter permanently.
Mr. Walford seconded the proposition. Mr. Green expressed the hope that the meeting would' not carry the motion.
It seemed to him that to impose upon the funds of the hospital the cost of printing a quantity of" evidence would, unless it was really wanted, be a great mistake.
Let the matter be left to the committee of enquiry, who would under the resolution already carried have powers to do what was proposed by Sir Henry Burdett. The committee, of course, must make a report, which they must necessarily print and circulate among the Governors, and if they liked to add to the report some or all of the evidence they could do so under the resolution' already carried. But was it credible that the printing of the bulk of the evidence would be necessary 1 He thought the outcome of the enquiry would be that when the report was made, it would be assented to by everybody and commend itself to them all. If, however, it should be deemed necessary to go into the evidence, the Governors,, when they had met to consider the report, could move that it all be printed for an adjourned meeting. But to impose that upon the hospital at such an enormous expense would be a very great pity, and it might do mischief, because therewere things sometimes said that were better forgotten, even in giving evidence, and after it was all over they did not want to remember anything that had better beforgotten. Mr. Bower said he thought it would be a pity to vote on the resolution as it stood, because it could do many things that they all agreed with. It was, of course, necessary that the report should be circulated. They hoped the report, which would be the authority and pronouncement of thetribunal on the evidence, would bring peace. But was it advisable to lay down by resolution all that was said onboth sides should be printed ? Let them leave this to the committee, and unless Sir Henry Burdett, was prepared to amend the resolution he would move that it be amended accordingly.
Mr. Dibdix moved as an amendment that the word " evidence" be omitted from the resolution, and this was duly seconded.
The (Hear, hear.) The proceedings then terminated.
